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“Zeal for my house will consume me!”

Psalm 69:9
“With our loss of the sense of majesty has come the further loss of religious awe and consciousness of the divine presence. We have lost our spirit of worship and our ability to withdraw inwardly to meet God in adoring silence. Modern Christianity is simply not producing the kind of Christian who can appreciate or experience the life in the Spirit. The words, ‘Be still and know that I am God,’ mean next to nothing to the self-confident, bustling worshipper in this middle period of the twentieth century.”

A. W. Tozer

Intro

Last week we saw Jesus avert a normal human crisis so that He could manifest a “Sign” of his glory.
 A sign that showed His disciples that he was the “Lord of Hosts” (Isaiah 25:6) who would ‘sip the coming sorrow (His own blood shed for us) so that we could sip the coming joy’ of Hs present kingdom. The Cana miracle reminds us that Jesus transforms our rituals into reality, and brings forth an intimate transformation from a dead religious orthodoxy. 


What’s interesting is that although there is hardly any material that is common to John and the synoptics (The other three gospels), this passage is one of them; yet the John version is the only one that places the story in the beginning of Jesus’ ministry while the others choose to place the incident at the end (Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-48). There have been a few possible answers to this dilemma. First is that John is right and the other three are wrong. Secondly, there are those believe that John wrote the incident on a separate papyri, and a later editor placed the separate story at the beginning of the Jesus’ ministry instead of its proper place, in the end. A third group posits that since there are a few differences in relationship to the synoptics, it is possible that John represents another event altogether. While the latter is possibly true a fourth alternative is also a possibility.  John never intended for this story or any of his stories to be placed in any chronological/linear order. The gospel’s were not meant to be sequential (See Luke 1:1-4), but were placed together to tell a story. John does not give us any indication in our passage that this is supposed to be in order at all. He simply says, “And the Passover of the Jews was at hand,” which is clearly different than his previous patter of using the “The next day…” as a way to show sequence. This all happened sometime after the wedding at Cana (“After this” John 2:12). 


I believe that John strung the story to drive home his point that Jesus Christ is the Passover lamb before He is the groom, and that His righteous indignation rightly judges those that turn worship into anything else that is supposed to be. When we are transformed by the atonement, we are transformed into how we worship God (See John 4:23-24).

In order for us to worship god, we must worship the ’true’ God (John 17:3), and not the God of our own mind. Jesus Christ was acting as godly in His cleansing of the temple, as He was when He changed the water in to wine. Jesus is both Lamb and Lion, incarnate and exalted. Love presupposes hatred. God’s love for the poor and the oppressed is equal to His hatred of those that exploit and oppress. Righteous anger is godly. We are not to be people that don’t get mad, but we are to use our anger in godly ways,

From the Head …

The Cause of God’s Anger
The temple was created as a symbol of the place where God lived. It was the heart of his kingdom, and any distortion of what is was intended for, which was to express His glory to His creation, results in judgment. It had become central to the Jewish worship instead of God. It was they that placed the sign that told the gentiles that any non-Jew beyond that point would be risking their lives if they went further. And it was the Jewish leaders who had lost their pure heart for worship, and chose to worship the rituals and the building instead of God (see Isaiah 1). When man fails to worship God, he worships a secondary, created thing, which results in an ungodly idolatry. When we don’t properly worship God, we don’t properly treat others as beings created in God’s image. It is easy to exploit the poor because we aren’t aware of the holiness of our Lord, and the fact that we are spiritually poor, and that it was Jesus who was rich who became poor on our behalf (2 Corinthians 8:9). When we denigrate His righteousness and holiness, we begin to create a weak God who fits our image for our own means, rather than the God of the bible who is loving and holy, and demands our praise for our own joy. This is the heart of man’s sin that Jesus is confronting, the profaning of glorious things for the sake of base or secondary things. When the wine ran out, it was Jesus’ wine that truly satisfied. All of the sins that we can think of are only a temple to man’s ultimate inadequacy, and a symptom that we keep chasing something more than the true worship of our God. The fact of the matter is God righteously judges man’s wickedness, which is reminiscent of the prophecy in Malachi 3:1-4 that the messiah would come first to the temple as a “Refiner’s Fire!” The purging issues in our passage are two-fold. 

The first issue that Jesus confronts is an issue of using religious ritual for monetary gain. T they no longer saw that the Passover was to represent what God did for Israel, and would do for the whole world, but instead turned the festival in to an opportunity to make money off the poor and those that were shackled to the power of corrupt religious leaders. Oppression is a true sign of unbelief and the worship of the self. 


Secondly, Jesus confronts their desire for further signs (Miracles) and symbols rather than the truth of His being, and the reality of His ultimate sign (His atonement). They missed out on who he was.
 People were still looking for national and political gains, and failed to see that Christ had come to sacrifice for all men. 


These two sins usually go hand in hand. Once we downgrade the worship of God, the maker of all that lives to a human myth, we almost always downgrade man to an animal that can be exploited and used for gain, because he/she is no longer created in the image of a real God. 
… to the Heart

Verses eighteen to twenty one most obviously speaking of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but there is a secondary meaning in the NT that affects all of us who say we are in Christ. Colossians 2:9 tells us that, “In Christ all the fullness of the deity dwells in bodily form,” but the following verse reminds us that, …we have been given the fullness in Christ” (See 2 Corinthians 6:16). With that in mind, we must never forget that reality. Not that we now must purify ourselves so that God can “Come inside,” but that we have been purified by God, so that He could dwell with us. He will continue to purify our hearts, but we can know that we are purified in Christ, and it because that God is loving and righteous that we can be assured that His judgment is a holy one and that His act on the cross saved us from a plethora of righteous judgment for eternity. It is because of this that we are free to worship His justice and His Love, and see it as a beautiful thing!

� Several words are used in the NT for miracles. The word “Mighty works” (Dunameis) is not found in John at all; “Miracles/Wonders” (Terata) is always found with the word “Signs” (Semeia), which is the word most preferred by John. Jesus most of ten refers to them as His “Works” (Erga).


� There was a first century prayer book read in the synagogues called the “Eighteen Benedictions” in which the 14 and 15th prayers looked forward to the coming new temple and the messiah.





