John 2:1-11 “Wine, Weddings, and the Divine Party.” Preached @ Harambee Church by Pastor Michael Gunn on November 19, 2006.

“Wine gladdens the heart of man.”

Psalm 104:15

“Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters, and you who have no money, come, buy and eat. Come buy wine and milk without money, and without cost.”

Isaiah 55:1

“There is a difference in having an opinion that God is holy and gracious, and having a sense on the heart of the loveliness and beauty of that holiness and graciousness, so there is a difference between knowing the honey is sweet and having the taste and the sense of its sweetness. “

Jonathan Edwards

“Jesus sat amidst all the joy sipping the coming sorrow, so that today you and I can sit amidst all this world sorrow sipping the coming joy.”
Edmund Clowney

Intro

Dan Brown’s famous novel “The DaVinci Code” sparked controversy in the Christian world because it posited the idea that Jesus Christ never went to the cross, but that He was a teacher of the “Sacred Feminine,” ultimately married His secret lover Mary Magdalene, and their offspring became a royal line of Parisians known as the Merovingian. The book also intimated that Jesus partook of “Hieros Gamos” (Holy Wedding), which is an ancient ritual in which participants (not necessarily married participants) believed that they could gain “profound religious experience through sexual intercourse.” While Dan Brown’s idea is really a rip off from other stories with the same premise, many of these other theorists believe that their story is enhanced by our passage today. They surmise that the wedding here in Cana is actually Jesus’ wedding and that is why His mother is so concerned with the lack of wine at the party. The word wedding (gamos) is used in verse one, and for some that is enough evidence to connect Jesus to the abovementioned ancient ritual. The problem is there is no indication in the passage that Jesus is anything more than an invited guest (John 2:2) or those weird secret rituals were a part of this normal Jewish festival. 

While it is highly unlikely that Jesus married anyone on that particular day, it is with 100% biblical certainty that Christ came as a bridegroom. Ah, let’s let that one sit for a moment! This story (Jesus turning water into wine), though well known amongst those that have been in the church for any period of time, is sometimes misunderstood, and even a bit controversial. First we moderns have to deal with the idea of a miracle in the first place. Miracles, by definition, are not natural. So to deny the idea of miracles based simply on a rationalistic predisposition that they are not natural is a case of proving your premise by your premise. By saying that miracles cannot happen because they violate rational and empirical observation of the natural world (because our rational and empirical mind indicate that this is so), is circular, and fails to understand that by definition a miracle is a violation of the natural order of the world; this can only be accomplished by someone that exists outside of these time/space restrictions (ie: The creator of them). 

What concerns us here in our book is that the author (John) only uses seven miracles to tell His story. He tells us in chapter 20:30, 31 that, “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in this book, but these are written that you may believe Jesus is the Christ…” All too often I hear it preached that miracles are done because of those that are benefiting from the miracle, when in reality miracles weren’t for the sake of the benefactor, but the one doing the miracle. It was to reveal His glory. Many of the miracles Christ did in the New Testament were either done in obscurity (Matthew 4:5-7; Luke 4:9-12) or seemingly random. The miracles of Jesus were not the psychosomatic trickery we often see in the TV charlatans that flood our airwaves, but were clearly meant to express something about the kingdom or the king of heaven. John chooses seven specific miracles to tell His story so that we would believe. What is it about Jesus turning water into wine (a miracle not recorded by any other gospel writer) have to do with belief? Let’s take a look!

From the Head…

“And on the third day…and Jesus was also invited” (John 2:1, 2). As we said last week, John gives us a glimpse into a week early in the ministry of Jesus, and this “third day” is the third day from the last day mentioned (John 1:43). By Hebraic timing this really refers to two days, since any part of a day is considered a full day. John is showing us a week in Christ’s life. He excluded the sixth day, which could have been a travel day since there is a chance that Christ and a few of the disciples traveled from Bethsaida (John 1:44) to Cana (John 21:2). There’s even a good chance that the wedding is a disciple’s, or friend’s wedding, since Christ isn’t from Cana and may be tagging along with them. 

“They have no more wine” (John 2:3). When Jesus performs a miracle, it is not done by diluting the remaining wine to make it last. When He heals the blind man (John 9) it is not a psychosomatic healing of a man traumatized into sightlessness (he was blind from birth). When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead, He didn’t awaken a sleeping man who was in a coma and in need of a positive suggestion. When He heals, He creates something that wasn’t previously there. He performs what we mostly need, a supernatural act that can transform and redeem the natural, which is fraught with death, destruction and sin. Physical miracles are cool, and authenticate the power and glory of God, but of themselves they are meaningless if we are not spiritually redeemed. 

Jesus is ministering in a “shame” culture, and the incident before us would have brought great shame on the groom and his family. Jesus redeems them from their shame, but He clearly uses it (or at least John clearly uses it) to bring forth a greater point about the reality and identity of Jesus and His kingdom. Wine was quite representative of Joy to a Hebrew mind. In fact there was a saying that, “Without wine, there is no joy.” The psalmist tells us, “Wine gladdens the heart.” In a sense, Mary is saying, “They have no more joy!” Jesus’ answer is quite interesting.

“Dear Woman, why do you involve me…my time has not yet come” (John 2:4). This verse has been tamed down quite a bit in the NIV. The NASB is a bit closer with, “Woman, what do I have to do with you?” He is abrupt with her. It literally says, “Woman, what to me and to you?” These words are hard words, reminding Mary that even though she is His mom, she is not the ultimate authority in His life. It is a reminder that He takes orders from His Father and that His, “time had not yet come.” This is key to understanding the text. What “time” is He referring to? Time is an important concept in John. The time (hora literally “hour”) He is speaking of is the hour of His death and resurrection (John 7:8; 12:23-27; 13:1; 17:1) and it seems obvious that the timing of Christ’s death is clearly planned by God (John 10:18 cf. Acts 28). It was not yet His time to spill His “wine,” so that man could be made whole, but there is a good chance that Christ may have been contemplating His own marriage when His mother interrupted His thought. Was he contemplating marriage, or ultimately His own marriage (see Revelation 19:7; 21 cf. John 3:26-30; Matthew 22:2ff; Ephesians 5:22ff)? As Tim Keller says, “The only way Jesus can celebrate with His bride is that He will drink the cup of justice on the cross.” His issue was not in helping out; it centered on authority and the nature of this request and His mission in the world. Jesus as the “master of the banquet” (literally, “lord of hosts/the feast”) would, “Prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain” (Isaiah 25:6). This was His purpose, and He had to be thinking of this at His friend’s weddings.

“Do whatever He tells you…Nearby stood six stone water jugs, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing” (John 2:5-10). Mary acknowledges His authority, and tells the servants to do what He says. In their desperation they obey the strange command to fill the “ceremonial jars” with water (120-130 gallons of water). Jesus’ plan is to help the bridegroom, but to make a clear statement of His reason to be there. The ceremonial jars were used for symbolic washings to “purify” the person from their sins. Jesus was about to transform that symbolic water into “choice wine” which would save the bridegroom from shame and embarrassment. 

There is a clear point here that is important. There has always been the metaphor of marriage representing the people of God’s relationship with God (see Isaiah 62:5; Hosea: 2; Ezekiel 16; Jeremiah 2:2; see too Mark 2:18-20; John 3:26-30; Ephesians 5:22ff; Rev 19:7-9). When God chooses a metaphor to explain Himself, the reverse of the metaphor is true about ourselves. If He is a king, we are His subjects, if He is a shepherd, we are His stupid sheep, if He is a Father, we are His subordinate children. And as our bridegroom, we are His faithful wife. The latter relationship is the most intimate of all human relationships, which God has chosen for His bride. 

… to the Heart

We all to often settle for second best (Jeremiah 2:13 cf. John 7:37-39). Wine is obviously a metaphor for the reality of Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf. It is because of His blood spilled that we have life to party and enjoy weddings and wine. It’s a metaphor to emphasize the reality of “tasting” God (Psalm 30:4; Hebrews 6:4; 1 Peter 2:3 see too John 6:53-54), which reminds us that experiencing the reality of God in our lives is as important as knowing about Him. Both are needed, and are a result of believing in Him. You can’t experience color without eyes, and knowing Christ gives us the eyes to see (experience) His reality, His love, and His grace in our lives. It should bring forth the religious affections that come from knowing Him intimately. Many live unmarried wishing that they would be married so that their lives would be fulfilled while many (unfortunately) are married wishing they were single so that they too could live “fulfilled” lives. The fact is no marriage or person will be able to fulfill that longing and dissatisfaction in your souls, only the eternal bridegroom can do that. We need to stop settling for bread and water when God has promised a feast. The great evangelist and preacher Dwight L. Moody suffered from depression after the great Chicago fire destroyed his church and many people’s homes. He prayed that God would show Himself, and while raising money in New York City experienced the love of God in an overwhelming way that prompted him to say, “I had such an experience of God’s love I had to ask Him to stop. I would not now be placed back where I was before that experience if you should give me all the world.” When we stop settling for the cheaper wine, we will begin to experience the depth of God’s love and joy that will make the world’s goods seem insignificant and secondary. This is an incredible picture of Christ’s bride (the church) being presented to Him at the wedding feast of the lamb (Revelation 19:7-10 cf. Ephesians 5:22ff), and the reason John chooses it as the first miracle that Jesus recorded in His ministry. 













