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“What we need is a religion that is not only right when we are right, but right when we are wrong!”

G.K. Chesterton

Intro

Jesus is the “Good” Shepherd, which we saw last week meant the “beautiful” Shepherd. It is interesting that Isaiah 53:2 tells us that the messiah would have, “no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.” In a human sense, there was nothing physically that would attract us to Jesus. He was an “ordinary” Jew; yet His beauty was profound, albeit constrained in the ugliness of humanity. John has clearly shown us, as he does in this passage, that Jesus is to be seen in the “likeness” of humanity, but He is also to be seen as God Himself. 
From the Head…

Last week we ended in verse 18, where Jesus is clear that no man will take away His life, but that He came to “Lay it down!” The aftermath of Jesus’ words is what we might expect if He came down to us now and said the same things. “He is demon possessed and raving mad!” Others of course mentioned that He had healed the blind man, so how can He be, “demon possessed?” Jesus has always caused division. Truth has a tendency to do this, particularly when the truth doesn’t agree with the way conventional wisdom thinks. As G.K Chesterton once quipped, “What we need is a religion that is not only right when we are right, but right when we are wrong!” Hearts that are hard to the truth of God’s word cause division! This is the nature of truth and man’s fallen condition. The word of God will come to odds with the way we think. Are we willing to submit to the word, or our own desires and ways of thinking?

A Question and a Promise (John 10:22-29)

“If you are the Christ, tell us plainly!” The problem with a hard heart is that unless God acts on its behalf, it will remain hard. So when men reject Christ it is not because God makes them do it, but that He doesn’t do anything to change it. “You do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice…” they are still culpable for their rejection, since it is a clear act of their own will. In spite of this condition, Christ answers the question with two reasons to believe in His witness:

1. His words, yet they did not believe (See Deuteronomy 18:15).

2. His deeds, but they did not believe (See Isaiah 35:5-6).

He also gives His sheep three promises:

1. A Life Eternal (See John 17:3).

2. A Life that Would Not End in Death.

3. A Life that Was Secure in Christ’s Grasp.

Jesus’ Claim to Unity with His Father (John 10:30-31)

There has always been a question as to what Jesus is claiming here, but the response of the Jewish leaders seem to indicate that the answer is a lot clearer than most of us care to admit. Jesus is making the claim that He and the father are one in essence/being, not one in mind or in purpose, which are certainly true, but His claim is more far-reaching than that. Blasphemy is the charge that He, a “mere man” was claiming to be God (See John 5:18). 

Jesus’ Defense of His Claim (John 10:32-39)

The question here is does Jesus soften the blow with His defense, or does He strengthen His claim? In His own defense He makes two points for His case:

1. His claim to deity is certainly on firmer grounds than those OT judges (See Psalm 82:6).

2. That His works are evidence for His claims.

Jesus’ Harvest Before the Storm (John 10:40-42)
Jesus left the hotbed of Jerusalem for a time, before he re-entered the last time before His death. He was able to escape the advances of the religious leaders because His time was not yet come. He left to an area across the Jordan that was reminiscent of the days of His baptism and beginning of His ministry when many followed Him. He had to be reminded of His task and the brutal death before Him as He crossed the Jordan, a river symbolic of life and cleansing. A river that one would pass through before they entered the “Holy City.” Jesus now leaves that city being rejected by His people, but He finds solace in the reality that His Father is still drawing men to Him, and will continue to do so in spite of the rejection and hatred of men that He will experience until His second coming. 

…to the Heart

In what way if any have you hardened your heart to the word of God? This can be a very subtle thing in our walk with Him. It is easy to not submit areas of our own lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We begin to operate on our own wisdom, and mistake it for God’s. In what ways can we appropriate the reality of Christ’s offer of life into our every day life? What can we do to overcome our unbelief? I think there are at least three things that can be helpful in this area of our lives:

1. Read the word diligently and regularly.

2. Pray that God continually reveals areas of rejection in our hearts, and ask forgiveness for our hardness.

3. Thank God regularly for the grace and the faith He consistently gives us.

For Further Reading: “The New Daily Study Bible: The Gospel of John” William Barclay; “The Gospel of John,” F.F. Bruce; “The New Testament Commentary: The Gospel of John,” William Hendriksen; “Preaching the Word; John: That You May Believe,” R. Kent Hughes
Next Weeks Verses: Romans 6:1-7
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