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“God Save Me From Your Children”

Bumper Sticker in Seattle

Intro

Last week we saw the glory of Christ through the testimony of John. Today we get to see the results of a faithful testimony, and how the gospel still goes out the old fashion way: through our relationship webs. 

Malcolm Gladwell wrote a book entitled, “The Tipping Point: How Little Things Make a Big Difference.” In that book he posits the idea that people do not buy products because of slick marketing programs, but by word of mouth. This is why many commercials take an indirect approach to selling their product, sometimes barely mentioning the qualities of the item they are selling. The goal is to get their product name in the psyche of the consumer, and let the consumers sell their product. Online sellers like Amazon rely heavily on customer reviews to hawk their products instead of multi-million dollar advertising. The average person is bombarded by about 254 ads a day (especially the more electronically you are connected to this world). Ads from radio, TV, the Internet, billboards, magazines, etc. enter your psyche often times without your approval or ability to process it all. Information (and our access to it), according to many experts is doubling every 2-3 years, and may increase in our lifetime to every 2-3 weeks. Some information pundits indicate that half of the world’s information was delivered from the time of Adam to 1998, the other half was from 1998 to 2001.

Because of this information bombardment, we have created filters to filter out the barrage and accept only those things that we feel are important, which is exactly why our relational webs and person-to-person information are the most effective. Zoologist, Richard Dawkins has added to this discussion the idea of what he calls “memes” (mental replicators) that evolve ideas from mind/culture to mind/culture. In Gladwell’s book he points out that this process occurs between four kinds of people (the “Innovators” who have the idea, the “Connectors” who have a vast web of contacts, the “Mavens,” who have a broad wealth of knowledge and the “Salesman” who can sell anyone on these ideas) who tip the information favorably toward a particular belief or idea, whether that belief or idea is good or bad. Once you have enough people using the idea and terms that are associated with it, the idea takes root in the psyche of the people. Ideas like “religious knowledge is by faith alone, while scientific knowledge is by reason alone” is one of these meme’s that have been promulgated digested and sold to many of us without investigation. We begin to believe other ideas like “True freedom is the freedom to do anything you want as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone,” or “The burden of proof lies with those that believe in a god.” If we hear them enough, they become true a priori. 

Information theory may be helpful to make sense of our lives, but what does it have to do with our passage? In an age of multiplying and conflicting informational images, we will become people that have been denuded of coherent stories, and in search of larger ones that can make sense of our existence and provide us with the hope and purpose we crave. The “New Atheist” consistently eschews the idea that there is a revelation outside of the natural order because it doesn’t fit their materialistic presuppositions, but our passage over these past few weeks have screamed out to us that God, who exists outside of time/space as the necessary cause of it, has revealed Himself in the word who “…became flesh and dwelt among us.” This act (incarnation), and the subsequent act of atonement (dying and rising from the dead) are by far the most important physical or metaphysical acts that have ever occurred in human history. Today’s passage doesn’t prescribe much, other than to think about the power of our web of relationships, and the process that God often works through to see one person move in obedience to His call on their lives. Just like a virus can grow and replicate through many different hosts, so can the gospel of the kingdom of God grow in the communities we affect with the truth of God’s word. 
From the Head…

First, I want to go backwards to the truth of John 1:14, and its significance. This act undeniably changed human history. Why did the Christian faith come on to the historical scene the way it did, with a founding figure who had no money, army, or influence and was killed practically before He got started? 

Secondly, I want us to see the time structure of our verses and the verses around it. The author makes sure that we know that these events happened in the course of human time by using the phrase “The next day three times,” (John 1:29, 35, 43) and the phrase “On the third day” once (John 2:1) to construct a week in the life of Christ; a week in time, in reality. 

Thirdly, I would like to see how this simple testimony of John’s immediately had its effect on his relational web. John testifies on the first day, and then “again the next day” he testifies (verse 36) and “Two disciples…followed Jesus,” while one of them Andrew, brought his brother Peter (verses 40-42), which led Christ to Phillip (verse 43) who brought Nathanael to Christ (verses 45ff). This leads to the last day of the week, where Jesus is invited to a wedding, which may be a direct result of His new friends since Jesus is not from Cana, and wouldn’t have known anyone. This leads to Jesus’ first miracle (as recorded in his early ministry by John
), which leads to Jesus choosing His disciples, and then of course the rest is literal history…

Lastly, I want us to take a look at the process of belief and discipleship. None of us drop the things we do too easily to follow the things God calls us to do, and I don’t believe that the disciples are any different. It is Christ who makes the first move, “What do you seek?” Salvation is a divine initiative. Christ answer isn’t a tract to be believed, but an invitation to be experienced. This should make us think through the way we present Christ to others. Is the Christ factor “experienced” in your life in a way that others would see it? That leads to a couple days of action, and Christ showing Himself to His early disciples. 

There are many that see a huge contradiction between John’s account of the disciple’s calling and that of the synoptics (Matthew-Luke, see esp. Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9; Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-14; Luke 5:1-11, 27-21). The gospels, first of all, are not necessarily written in chronological order, but even so, the accounts in John regarding Jesus and His disciples can harmonize with the other gospels when we realize that John is an earlier account that doesn’t include a calling as much as it is an initial revealing of Himself to some of the disciples. While many of His disciples hung out with Jesus, it wasn’t until after John the Baptist was in prison that they actually, “Dropped their nets and followed Him.” 

Even with Christ walking in their midst, it can take unbelieving minds quite a while to grow in their faith. John the Baptist himself struggled to really know who Jesus was even as he proclaimed Him to be the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1:31, 33 cf. Matthew 11:1-6). He struggled when he was in prison to believe that Jesus was the Christ, even though God had clearly revealed that to Him. 

His disciples didn’t fully understand who or what He was (Mark 6:52; 8:23). All of us who believe in Christ as our savior work from the premise of “come and see” to the calling of “come and follow” Jesus. In John, the disciples are being introduced to Jesus to “Come and see.” They are reluctantly splitting off from their mentor (John the Baptist) and taking his word that this is the Christ. One thing is for certain, Jesus transforms lives as is evident of Him renaming Simon (“to hear”) Cephas/Peter (“Stone/Rock”). The renaming was a show of both authority over, as well as a sign of transformation from one who hears to one who does. 

… to the Heart

As I stated before, our passage today was descriptive, and not necessarily prescriptive, but it should challenge us to consider our web of relationships and how we can begin to infect it for the glory of the kingdom. Maybe this would help us not to see people as marks to be “shared” with, but people whom God loves, and would benefit greatly from experiencing God through one of His people. Then maybe the bumper sticker, “God Save Me From Your Children,” would change to “God Thank You For Those You have Sent!”






� This is another reason to believe that John’s account of the finding of the disciples is not their calling, but their introduction to Jesus, and that this is an early account of Jesus’ ministry, whereas the synoptics pick up when John is in prison, and subsequently do not record this miracle (water in to wine) since it happened earlier than their stories begin. 





