John 1:14-18: “God is With Us”
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“…And the Word became flesh.”

The disciple John

“If Jesus saves then He better save Himself from the gory glory seekers who use His name in death.”

Jethro Tull, Hymn 43
Intro

Jesus a Brief History

· Jesus was born in a small town (Nazareth) 2,000 years ago. 

· He was born from a virgin teenage mother.

· Jesus’ adopted father, Joseph, was a laborer and worked in carpentry.  

· Jesus led a quiet, obscure life for the first 30 years.  

· He had never traveled more than 30 miles from His place of birth.

· He never wrote a book.

· He never held a political office.

· He never led or commanded an army.

· He never made a great deal of money.

· He was by all rights an unimpressive man that lived in obscurity until it was time for His ministry to begin.

· He worked with His dad as a carpenter.

· His work on earth only lasted about three years.

And yet despite His ostensible obscurity, His life changed the world and continues to affect life on this planet. No one in all of history has impacted this world to the degree that this man, Jesus Christ, did and does.  Even our calendar reflects His influence: B.C. is before Christ and A.D. (Anno Domini) means “the year of our Lord.”  More songs have been sung to Him, more paintings have been painted of Him, and more books have been written about Him than anyone who has ever lived in the history of the world.  So the question remains to be answered: who is this Jesus? This is a question asked by Jesus Himself 2000 years ago, and is still being asked today 

The Jesus of Pop Culture

· The top grossing movies in recent years are about Jesus: The Passion of Christ and The Da Vinci Code.

· Jesus makes an appearance on “The Simpsons.”

· Jesus appears on “South Park” often doing battle with Satan.

· Jesus has made it on the cover of Time magazine 21 times.

· Jesus was recently on the cover of Popular Mechanic.

· As reported by publishing trade mag Folio, magazines that feature Jesus on their covers see their issue sales jump by as much as 45 percent.
· Rappers like Kanye West sing songs about Jesus (Jesus Walks), and if you remember the Rolling Stone cover, Kanye West was on it with a crown of thorns and it was titled “The Passion of Kanye.” 

· Jesus appears on a hot air balloon that’s 110 fee tall and 750 pounds.

· One of the most popular tattoos people request is Jesus.

· The movie Talladega Nights, The Ballad of Ricky Bobby, Will Farrell played a NASCAR driver who liked to pray to the 8 pound 6 oz. baby Jesus in a Golden Fleece diaper.  He prayed to that baby Jesus, thanking him for his wife.

· The symbol that represents Christianity, the cross, has become the most famous symbol in all of history, and is worn by many celebs.

· Nirvana shot a video with Kurt Cobain on a cross, and in Madonna’s recent tour, she places herself on a cross at the end of each show in a mock crucifixion.

Jesus is as popular as ever in our culture, even though this culture is thoroughly confused as to who Jesus was.  Who is Jesus? By whose authority do we trust in Christ? Jesus’ question in Matthew is as relevant today as it was 200 years ago (see Matthew 16:13). Today’s passage challenges our rational faculties almost as much as any other teaching in the bible. The reality of the incarnation (Jesus, who is God, became flesh)!
From the Head…

“And the Word became flesh” What!? How can that be, what does that mean, and what does that matter? The other three gospels relate Jesus’ birth stories, but not John; his goal is to show something about Jesus that is important to move his hearers to believe. Stories about nativities and shepherds aren’t his aim, but I would say his intro in no way vitiates the other gospel stories of the amazing birth of Christ.  The other stories explain the miracle; John just wants you to drink it in. The other stories emphasize Christ’s humanity, John ushers you into the throne room and shows you an exalted King who has come down off His throne to, “Chill with the boys!” This is the Christmas story, as Matthew 1:23 reminds us, “Call His name ‘Emmanuel’ which means ‘God is with us.’” Ricky Bobby may pray to the little baby Jesus, but it really is a false understanding of Jesus, and John helps us get a grip on the person and glory of this person. 


First, we note that Jesus “became” something He wasn’t before. Hebrews 1:5 reminds us that, “Thou art my Son, TODAY I have begotten thee.” Philippians 2:7 also tells us that Christ, “Emptied Himself, taken the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the image and likeness of men…” This idea has led to many false doctrines, but it is imperative to who Christ is, what He did, and what He has called the church to. 

Who Is Jesus?

“And the Word was God” (John 1:1, 14), yet He became flesh. He is both fully God and fully human. His humanity is as important as His deity. 

Why is Jesus’ Humanity Necessary?

1. Representation (Romans 5:18-19; 1 Corinthians 15:45-47).

2. The Atonement (Hebrews 2:14-17).

3. His Mediation Between Man and God (1 Timothy 2:5).

4. To Justly Rule Over Creation (Genesis 1:26-28 cf. Hebrews 2:8).

5. To Be an Example (1 John 2:6).

6. To Pattern Our Redeemed Bodies (1 Corinthians 15:42-44).

7. To Empathize With Us (Hebrews 4:15-16).

Why is Jesus’ Deity Necessary?

1. Only God, Who is Infinite and Sinless, Could Bear the Full Wait and Penalty for Sin.

2. Salvation is from the Lord (Jonah 2:9).

3. His Mediation Between Man and God (1 Timothy 2:5).

What Did Jesus Do?

Jesus left the riches of the kingdom of God in order to sacrifice Himself and pay the penalty for our sins (2 Corinthians 5:21; 8:9; 1 Peter 2:24). According to verse 14, the creator God “tabernacled” with us. He pitched His tent. He became like us so that he could save us (Philippians 2:3-9). And because of this we have, “Beheld His glory.” We are aware of His “weightiness.” When God opens the eyes of the blind, they see His glory and whither in His presence (Isaiah 6:1-6 cf. John 12:41 and Luke 5:8). This glory is the glory of the presence of “Emmanuel, God is with us” (Exodus 16:10; 24:16; 40:34; 1 Kings 8:11; Isaiah 6:3; Ezekiel 1:28)!

What Has Christ Called the Church to Do?

To be sent into the world, like He was (John 20:21).

“John bore witness of Him…” Here John is bearing witness of Christ’s eternality, because he says that Christ existed before him, even though he was born before Christ (Luke 1:24-45). 

“…of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace” (literally ‘grace instead of grace.’). We have received the “fullness” (pleroma) of God through Christ (see Colossians 1:19; 2:9), and by grace. Jesus is, as one author says, “The spring of divine life.” His grace keeps giving unconditionally. It is a new grace instead of the old one. It’s a phrase that has the idea of keep on giving no matter what the time or situation is. 

”…Grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.” This is not in any way a denigration of Moses or the law, but recognition that both were symbols pointing to the one who brought it to fruition. Moses was a positive “Witness” to Jesus (John 5:39), Christ is the fulfillment of the type. Moses and the law were needed to point the covenant people to the Messiah, but Christ is the Messiah that was promised, and who delivers salvation for His people. Christ is the embodiment of both “Grace and truth.” It is by grace that we are saved, and it is by truth that we are set free (John 8:32). Christ is the fulfillment of man’s desire and need for communion with God.

“No man has seen God at any time…He has explained Him.” Here is a clear reference by John that Christ is God, and that He has revealed God to humanity. God has left a witness of Himself both in His general revelation (Psalm 19:1; Romans 1:18-19; John 1:9), and His special revelation of His own Son (Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:1-3).

…to the Heart

It is no doubt hard for our finite minds to believe that God (If He exists at all) came down to earth to live with us. It reeks of the mythology of the ancient world, and no respectable, educated and intelligent 21st century human can believe this sort of nonsense. While there are many who think this, I would like to remind you of a few things. First the educated in the time of this writing didn’t believe it either, and secondly, the educated today still have no reputable answer to how we got here, and what our purpose is in this world. There is no doubt that a guy named Jesus changed the world 2000 years ago, and in spite of His many critics and millions of unbelievers, He continues shape the lives of countless millions in this world. In spite of the many wars and atrocities that have been done in His name, His ethic of love, compassion and justice permeates the pages of our text, and the hearts of many of His followers here on earth. 


We can no longer either ignore Jesus, or place Him in our neat little Sunday boxes or as singer-songwriter Ian Anderson (Jethro Tull) once wrote, “He is not the kind you have to wind up on Sundays.”  If He is God, and came in the flesh in order to dwell with us, and pay then penalty for our sins, so that we could begin to live our lives with the joy that comes by serving and honoring Him, we must begin to love like He loved, and to live with those consequences. 
