“Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe.”

Hebrews 12:28

Introduction

Hebrews has been a phenomenal book highlighting the supremacy of Jesus Christ in this world. There is simply no other like Him! He is the one who reveals God and is the radiance of His glory, the exact imprint of His nature. He is greater than Moses as the builder of the house. He completely empathizes with our sin and pain, yet without sin. He is greater than any earthly priest since He is a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. He is the anchor of our souls, and the author and perfector of our faith. It is by His blood and His sacrifice of His own life that our conscience is purified from dead works to serve the living God. It is because of Him that we can have confidence to enter the holy place and draw near to Him without fearing His righteous wrath and judgment for our sins against Him. Through Him, we have been given a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and we are called to be His kingdom ambassadors. We are privileged because of His sacrifice. We are given purpose to live in His presence and to proclaim it to others! Hebrews is certainly a phenomenal treatise on the beauty and wonder of Jesus Christ. It is truly an ancient Christology reminding us of Christ’s superb nature!

Today we end our study in the last few verses of this great book. Hebrews 13 has been chock full of admonition for us as followers of Jesus. Verses 1-3 admonished our relationship with one another, verses 4-9 admonishes us in relation to our selves, and verses 10-21 gives us insight into our relationship with our Lord. 

From the Head…

Bear the Reproach He Endured (Hebrews 13:13-14)

Hebrews 11:25-26 reminds us of Moses’ choice to endure the reproach of Christ over any pleasure that the world’s pursuit can give. This is a choice of pleasure. What will it be? Good things made ultimate? Or the ultimate thing made ultimate? Are we going to choose a mud puddle over the ocean? We can side with Christ and His cause (the glory of God in the entire universe) or the world’s pleasures, which will end when your life does. His reproach includes suffering and sacrifice for the sake of the elect (2 Timothy 2:10). It is a privilege to suffer with Christ who has given us His righteousness (Philippians 3:8-10). 

Let us Continually Offer up a Sacrifice of Praise (Hebrews 13:15-16)

We are to praise God in both word (v. 15) and In deed (v.16). Our worship is done incarnationally (Romans 12:1-2), and our lip service to God is fruitless (Isaiah 1:15-17 cf. James 3:9). 

Submit to Godly Leadership (Hebrews 13:17)

As leaders love God, they love those to whom they have been given charge over to protect. It is a serious thing to be a church elder/pastor, and we are to take it, and them, seriously! Elders are judged differently and called to care for the souls of the people. Therefore we are to submit to godly elders as we would to Christ, since they are representative of Christ on earth as guardian of souls. Submission is never a popular thing, and most of us have no intention to, but as elders are opening the word and speaking truth into our lives, then it behooves us to listen and obey!

Pray for Your Leaders (Hebrews 13:18)

Since your leaders are strapped with a great responsibility and weight upon their shoulders, the author requests that you pray for them since they are ministering with a clear conscience and desire to act honorably in all things. 

He ends with a benediction reminding us of the greatness of Jesus Christ’s work on the cross, and the subsequent mission to do His will here on earth; which is not only pleasing in His sight, but is done through and for Jesus Christ, to whom the glory is due.

…to the Heart

Are you living your life in worship and thankfulness to God? Are you consciously bearing the “reproach” of Christ or are you striving to live your life in comfort, sacrificing for no one? Are you obeying and praying for the leaders He has appointed to teach you and guide you? Are you doing His will? Christ has given much, and our motivation is the Love of God in our lives. If you continue to live your life in rejection of Christ and His plan to do His will, you are living your life in rejection of God, and subsequently living your life for yourself, your biggest idol. 


God has called you to so much more, and is asking you to give your life to Him, so that He can give your life back to you with the joy and peace that surpasses our own understanding. 
