Hebrews: An Ancient Christology; Belief-Hope-Mystery Hebrews 12:25-13:14 Preached @ Harambee Church by Pastor Michael Gunn on, July 2, 2006

“It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of a living God.”

Hebrews 10:31

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that who shall ever believe in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”

John 3:16

Introduction

Sometimes our beliefs regarding God are in tension with one another. Nothing can be in more tension than the seemingly irreconcilable idea that God is both a consuming fire (a wrathful, angry God) and a loving, compassionate and merciful being. We are warned today in our passage not to reject Jesus because He is the righteous judge, but that acceptance of Him is to be like Him, which is manifested in His love.  h

From the Head…

The Final Warning (Hebrews 12:25-29)

There is a good chance that this set of verses has either Psalm 96:9-11, Haggai 2:20-26, or both of them in mind. These texts tell of a time that God would judge the nation in perfect holiness, and Jesus warned of impending judgment upon the wicked (see Matthew 24-25). Our author warns us to listen and act upon these words knowing that God is the judge and has the holy and just right to judge this earth, and that we ought to be grateful for all of what God has brought to us through the cross of Jesus. It is in understanding the holiness of God and His grace that allows us to fall at His feet and worship Him as the proper response to “knowing” Him.  As believer’s, we are well aware of the fact that God is a “consuming fire,” yet we have joy because of what Christ has done for us. And subsequently we are overwhelmed with gratitude. If we have the idea that God saves us for our own sake and for blessings other than having a relationship with Him, we will never experience this joy in this life.

Gratitude is Lived Out in Action (Hebrews 13:1-9)

A proper Understanding of Love (vv. 1-5)

A Proper Understanding of Respect (vv. 7-8)

A Proper Understanding of the Word (v. 9)

The Missional Call of Gratitude (Hebrews 13:10-14)

Verses 10-13 are no doubt kind of weird and ostensibly misplaced, yet it may be a result of the connection from verse nine to verse 13. In verse nine the author is clearly warning his Jewish followers that the dietary laws are worthless to their spiritual growth, and is the antithesis to grace by which we are saved. It is that warning that appears to be in concert with Acts 10, Galatians (the whole book), Romans 14, Colossians 3, etc. in regards to the Torah in relation to their mission to reach the “whole world” with the gospel. Verses 13-14 echo great texts like Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8, as well as John 20:21, which command us to go into the world and preach the gospel at all cost. It is because of what Christ has done that we are motivated and compelled to obey His command. We, like the Jews, must jettison our own traditions and entrapments that would hinder our work amongst the people whether we are ministering here in Renton or In Rwanda. We cannot neglect our call to see our mission as the gospel of Jesus Christ both home and abroad. To this, pastor and theologian John Piper writes, ““If you have pity for perishing people and a passion for the reputation of Christ, you must care about world missions.” This world is not our home. This country, as wonderful as it seems, is wrought with sin, injustice, and oppression. We serve God from a kingdom that is unshakable and from a city that sings praises to our God.             
…to the Heart

God is gracious to continue to have patience with His people, and consistently warn us of our folly and the consequences that are ahead of us if we do not change course. Unfortunately our response is usually not with gratitude and mission, but scorn and retreat. We are too often hardhearted people that refuse to love as God would have us love and honor the things that God does, rejecting the things that God rejects. Our love for God is noticed in our treatment of others, especially the poor. Our love for God is seen in our desire to know Him and His word. Our love for God is realized in the mission He has for us, and our love for God is ultimately seen in the gratitude that motivates us to obey. 

