Hebrews: An Ancient Christology; Belief-Hope-Mystery Hebrews 11:7-40 Preached @ Harambee Church by Pastor Michael Gunn on, June 4th, 2006

“This is how you become so cross-centered that you say with Paul, ‘I will not boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ The world is no longer our treasure. It’s not the source of our life or our satisfaction or our joy, Christ is…But when Jesus Christ s the object of faith there is a twist. He Himself is what we need. If we only trust Christ to give us gifts and not Himself as the all-satisfying gift, then we do not trust Him in a way that honors Him as our treasure. We simply honor the gifts. They are what we really want, not Him. So biblical faith in Jesus must mean that we trust Him to give us what we most need-namely, Himself. That means that faith itself must include at its essence a treasuring of Christ above all things.”

John Piper, Don’t Waste Your Life
Introduction

So far our book has presented why Jesus is superior to any other religious figure or ritual. The author has encouraged and exhorted his listeners not to reject the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ because there is simply no other way to gain access to God. Now the author is turning his attention to the stories’ crescendo that changed lives result from Jesus Christ’s saving grace.  First it is important to review last week. 

· Faith Defined as a certainty that comes from a worldview shift. All knowledge begins in a faith tradition, and ours begins and ends with God as the creator and sustainer of the universe

· Faith Expressed was found in verses 32-38, which reminded them of their willingness to live a life void of earthly worries, because they “Believed” their hope was in a different set of rules for a different kingdom. 
· Faith Realized  was found in verse 39, reminds them and us that “Shrinking back” means apostasy, an indicator that the faith of Christ is not in us, and that we really don’t believe (Trust) in Him, because if we did, we wouldn’t be placing our trust and treasures in earthly things. Shrinking back brings “Destruction” a re-enslaving of our souls to sin, while those that put their faith and trust in Christ literally “Acquire our souls,” or become restored to wholeness. 
The rest of chapter eleven is not meant to make a list of the “heroes” of the faith. There is one hero in the scriptures, and that is Jesus Christ. The point of this passage comes from chapter 12 verse one. “Since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us…” These aren’t witnesses to what we are doing, as I’ve often heard it preached, but they are witnesses to the testimony of the greatness of God in their lives. This chapter is to show how God uses very ordinary people to do extraordinary things in light of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Men and women, who have been transformed by the love of God, have ostensibly done the irrational and placed their lives on the line for the sake of the gospel. This chapter is to show us that it has been done, and can be done. God does change lives, and people have reacted differently than the world’s way of living and loving. While to some it appears irrational, it is not in light of eternity. Our faith is not irrational at all, nor is it a blind leap into the dark, but it gives us a “Wider rationality” as Leslie Newbigin calls it, and allows us to believe and to act in ways that may be counter-intuitive to the non-believing world. This world and its gospel can only act in self survival, where as the gospel calls us to act in a Godward survival, which calls us to sacrifice for the good of others. We are truly “Ambassadors” as Paul calls us in 2 Corinthians 5. A good ambassador represents his/her own country, while loving and working toward the betterment of the country he/she is living in. Today our author wants to take us through a history of God’s story, and how He has accomplished His purposed will through men and women who He has redeemed and given them a simple faith that leads to the “Moving of mountains.”  Whether we are talking about the Old Testament or the New Testament, a relationship with God has always begun in faith (Hebrews 11:2), trusting that God would accomplish what he intended to accomplish through us. Let’s look at this narrative and follow its story as it is written.

From the Head…
Everyone of these parts can be broken down and studied in light of its Old Testament context. I implore you to do just that. Start with meditating on this text and the OT texts that relate these narratives in full. These represent some of the great narratives in all of Jewish history. They are meant to show us that God is bringing forth a people who are ordinary in the world’s perspective, yet great in God’s. They are great, not because of their abilities and extra-ordinary faith, but because of the fact that their faith was placed in the proper object, God! I have often heard the mantra “You need to believe to achieve!” The problem is that the mantra has a ring of truth to it, but it is often used to emphasize our “belief” and not the power of the one we believe in. It centers us solely on earthly pursuits and negates the fact that we have become the “Suffering servant” for the sake of the redemption of the world. Our lengthy passage today shows us that faith includes hope, it includes love, and it includes the clear idea that faith doesn’t usually produce “Prosperity” in the form of health and wealth. It is a faith that detaches us from gaining our identity from the world’s goods, which allows us to sacrifice it all for heaven’s goods. This faith ought not to detach us from the world, but attach us rightly, with a hope that is upward, and a mission that is downward!
By Faith We Live Missionally


(Hebrews 11:8-16)

By Faith We Put God Before Our Family 
(Hebrews 11:17-20)

By Faith We Die In Hope and a Legacy

(Hebrews 11:20-22)

By Faith We Risk Our Lives for Others

(Hebrews 11:23)

By Faith Our Joy is Found in Christ

(Hebrews 11:24-26)

By Faith We Don’t Live in Anxiety

(Hebrews 11:27)

By Faith We Trust God for Salvation

(Hebrews 11:28)

By Faith We Can Lead Others


(Hebrews 11:29)

By Faith We Can Do the “Absurd”

(Hebrews 11:30)

By Faith We Can Sacrifice for Others

(Hebrews 11:31)

By Faith We Accept Our Victories and Defeats
(Hebrews 11:32-37)

By Faith We Know That We Exist For Him
(Hebrews 11:38-40)
…to the Heart
We are intricately knitted together in God’s story of salvation, a story that goes beyond the material into the spiritual. Many men and women throughout the ages have given their lives for the sake of the gospel. These men and women have struggled with their humanity, and their sin, yet moved on in faith that God was going to continue to build His story, and His kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven. We very much struggle with the ravages of sin and evil on earth, but in faith realize that God is acting out of love, justice and grace. He is literally building His people into a “Holy temple in the Lord” (see Ephesians 2:21). The obedience of faith is not the condition for salvation; it is the result of our salvation. Religion tries to find that acceptance with God through obedience, while salvation in Christ grants acceptance and access to God by God’s grace, and faith is given to us in order that God’s saving and sanctifying work can be worked out in our lives. We act out in obedience because of who we are and what we have gained in Christ. My hope for us as people of God is that we begin to realize that we are called like people that have proceeded us to follow Christ humbly, and act out of faith, treasuring Christ as our joy, and gladly serving Him on earth!
