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“There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.
Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.”

William Cowper; There is a Fountain, 1834

“In that day a Fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity.”
Zechariah 13:1

“There is a conflict in every human heart between the rational and the irrational, between good and evil. The good does not always triumph. Sometimes the dark side overcomes what Lincoln called 'the better angels of our nature.”
Capt. Lt. Gen. R. Corman (G.D. Spradlin) 
Apocalypse Now Redux
Introduction

The words of There is a Fountain (front cover) are written by a man who was smitten to the point of suicide with deep depression and anxiety until he found Christ to deal with the guilt that was debilitating him. Most modern skeptics would judge the author of a song like this to be a madman, not a recovered manic rejoicing with the Lord over the grace that He afforded him. So it is with the gospel. Paul tells us that it is “Foolishness to the Greeks, and a stumbling block to the Jews.” Our passage today continues on in Hebrews nine, reminding us of Christ’s superiority in His bloody sacrifice. There is hardly anyone that doesn’t think that that the Old Testament and the New Testament’s brutality aren’t shocking; some to the point of indicating that the bible should be banned reading material for anyone under the age of 21. When Mel Gibson’s “The Passion” was aired it almost received an NC-17 rating for violence and gore. It was pretty ironic that most evangelical churches that forbid their people to go to R rated movies that are violent not only condoned, but supported the release of “The Passion.” The reviews, as predicted, were mostly reflective of the extreme violence and graphic bloody nature of the event. Was it possible that Christ was bloodied that badly? And if He was, did we want to really witness it? No matter where we stand on this issue, the question as to why the bible is so bloody is a fair one, and one in our day and culture that must be asked. When I go to Nepal and to the Hindu temples I have witnessed small blood sacrifices to Shiva. I must say that I find them barbaric and antiquated. Why the blood? 

Blood Highlights the Depth of Our Sin


Blood as a Negative Symbol

· Continued blood offerings highlight the serious nature of sin.

· Continued blood offerings highlight our complicity in the problem.

· Continued blood offerings mean that “Shame” is permanent.

· Continued blood offerings represent the curse’s promise of death.

Blood Highlights the Depth of God’s Love 


Blood as a Positive Symbol

· Blood represents life (Leviticus 17:11-14).

· Blood represents healing/restoration.

· Blood represents the redemptive power of self-sacrifice (John 15:13).

From the Head…

Christ’s Sacrifice is Supra-Real (Hebrews 9:11-12)

What does supra-real mean? It basically means that it isn’t non-real, but it exceeds any reality that we can know. Christ is the fulfillment of all reality. Everything else is a mere symbol, or copy of the reality that is real. Religious idealism sees reality as only real in our minds and not connected to anything real outside of itself. That’s why blood and sacrifice have no real meaning outside of the symbol in other myths. Osiris and Dionysius may have similar stories in regards to dying and rising from the dead, but they lacked power because there was no connection to real flesh and blood, and a distinct need for salvation of the body (which their worldview deems as evil or profane). These verses clearly indicate that Jesus is necessary and greater than any symbol that the action could convey. The tabernacle that He displayed was the tabernacle of His own real body; a tabernacle (that like the OT tabernacle which metaphorically housed God) that wasn’t “Made with human hands…not of this creation.” It was He who was able to enter the “Holy Place” which was forbidden to all humans, except one mediating priest, one time a year. It is interesting to note that the tabernacle is translated “tent” by some texts, which is often a reference to the body (see 2 Corinthians 5:1). This is the usage of our author indicating that Christ’s “real” body is the fulfillment of the type we have in the Old Testament, which symbolically has God living in the tabernacle (“tent”) and limited to the confines of an “earthly tent.” Philippians 2:3-7 reminds us that this is exactly what Christ did. He “emptied” Himself of His God rights to become limited and veiled in a human body, and subject to the same frailties that beset all of us, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15) so that we could be made whole (2 Corinthians 8:9). 

Christ’s Sacrifice Purifies our Conscience (Hebrews 9:13-14)

Three times within the immediate context we see the author appealing to the fact that no formula, ritual, or religious activity can mitigate the weight of the conscience in any of us. This word is not reflective of a 20th century guilty conscience that results from a western fragmentation, but is closer to the Old Testament idea of the “heart.” Thus when it speaks of a “tender heart” (2 Chronicles 34:27) or when David prayed for God to cleanse his heart (Psalm 51:10) he was asking God to clean his conscience. What is the conscience? In our day it is associated with guilt in such a way that it appears negative to those that want to mitigate sin by changing all the rules. We currently live in a culture that finds the idea of sin repulsive, but badly wants to mitigate its consequences in our lives. Conscience is that barometer, or early detection system that warns of disasters coming. One writer said it is, “the soul reflecting upon itself.” It is our innate ability to sense right and wrong, and it appears universal to all of human experience. Subsequently, you can find very pristine and humble tribes making sacrifices to unknown spirits because of fear and devoid of any notion of a benevolent supreme being. The problem is that we can and do suppress our conscience in order to continue our actions and live a normal life. We no longer are those that sin; we are victims of someone else's sin. The problem though, as psychiatrist Karl Menninger writes is that, “Mental health is contingent upon, if not synonymous with moral health.” Translation? We want to be healthy without taking care of our bodies. And according to our author there is no law, education, or enlightenment that can assuage the pain of a guilty conscience. Any psychology (the irony is the word comes from the Greek word suchos meaning the soul) that denies the spiritual in humanity will end in dead-end propositions. But in our passage we are told that Christ’s sacrifice opened up the door to a clean conscience before God. We are forgiven, not as an arbitrary act, but as an act of God’s love and perfect justice meeting on the cross of Jesus Christ. And it is important to note that we are forgiven in order to “Serve the living God.”
Christ’s Sacrifice Demands a Death (Hebrews 9:15-22)

These verses follow to remind us that without a death there is no just relationship with God. Why? The answer is clear; our sin is a transgression, a declared war against a holy God, and perfect justice demands that the crime is atoned for, otherwise the actions of a God--loving as He may be--would be unjust. But because of God’s great love for His people, He sent His Son to die on our behalf (John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24). Thus there is a rational and just demand for blood, which the animal sacrifices were only pointing toward the answer, but in themselves had no efficacious power to atone for our sins and alleviate our conscience’s of the guilt that our sin stained souls retain.

Christ’s Sacrifice is Once For All (Hebrews 9:23-28)

Thus our author concludes our section reminding us that any system of religion is a mere “copy” of the reality of Jesus Christ. And His solution is “once for all.” It encompasses all peoples and all generations. Man has, according to verse 27, one chance to live this meager life, and we are called to live it free from earthly or heavenly condemnation and with full reverence and love for God and His mission here on earthy.

…to the Heart

There have been many references to saviors and sacrifices throughout many religions including the mystery religions of Egypt, Greece, and Rome, which were prevalent during the time of Jesus’ teachings, but none of those stories compare in the efficacious nature of the cross of Christ. There may be parallel stories of messiahs, and those dying and resurrecting, but none of them were vicarious atonements for the sins of the people; they were petty gods who were arbitrarily whacked by relatives, and brought forth from the dead by the gods to spend eternity in the lifeless abode of the dead. Jesus came with the intent to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and as final solution for man’s greatest problem, himself. Yes, there is much blood in the bible, but in the end that heinous barbaric act becomes the source for hope, and the example of self-sacrificing reconciliation that no other god or savior has brought to humanity. 










