Hebrews: An Ancient Christology; Belief-Hope-Mystery Hebrews 10:26-31 Preached @ Harambee Church by Pastor Michael Gunn on May 7, 2006.

“It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”

Hebrews 10:31

“There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God.”
Jonathan Edwards

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”
Martin Luther King

Introduction

When we begin with a weak gospel, we have to create a weak theology around it.  The fact is God is just in His anger. It is righteous, and connected beautifully to the rest of His attributes and character. The question is what is this passage teaching us? In a day when it is not vogue to talk about the wrath of God, it is important that we do, in order to remind all of us of the whole God, and the gravity of our situation apart from Christ. But we’d be amiss to emphasize this verse and God’s wrath without understanding it in light of the whole. Jesus’ command to love God and love others is not mitigated in any way with this verse, and as a matter of fact verse 24 reminds us that we are to “Spur one another on to love and good deeds.” It is appropriate in an imperfect world to hate what God hates, and love what He loves. It is also important to create our thinking around the truth of God’s word, and not our own speculations. Verses like these are not easy to preach or to take, because deep down we don’t want a God who controls and is sovereign, we want a God that we can control, and who is subservient to our own will and actions. When it comes to God’s wrath it seems that our culture has two different extremes. You either have the nut job holding placards that God hates (fill in the blank here for whatever your favorite sin to condemn is) and that self-righteously judges others without seeing the need for their own salvation; or you get the opposite belief, which states that if there is a God, He is a big loving grandfather in the sky willing to do anything for you, because you are so special. Our passage today is clear, God is righteously angry and He will judge those that reject Him. He has that right, and it is the right thing to do. With that said, do we have a right to stand in condemnation of others, when in reality this right is God’s and God’s alone? Today, I want us to see the fact that we are truly guilty before a Holy God, that He is righteous in His judgment of us, and that in this passage we can take great comfort in God’s sovereign will and His love for His people. Our passage is the 5th warning passage in the book of Hebrews, and it is a very clear warning not to take lightly the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as the pathway to a relationship with the living God.

From the Head…

Context must rule here if we are to accurately interpret the present meaning of our passage. First as we saw last week, we can take amazing comfort in the fact that God has secured our bold passage before such an almighty God. God is awe inspiring and larger than life, and able to destroy anything that gets in His way (Luke 12:4-5); but in Christ, he has given us access to Him, and made us His children, so that we could call Him “Abba, Father!”  We now have peace with God (Romans 5:1) and there is now no more condemnation (Romans 8:1), so that we do not have to fear the wrath of God (1 Thessalonians 5:8-9) because of Christ’s sacrificial act on the cross on our behalf. (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24). Ironically, those that stand in judgment against others because they perceive that God is judging their sins are under condemnation, because they are trusting their own means to salvation instead of the clear sacrifice that Christ has laid down.  This is why it is so important to see that salvation is of the Lord, and that when He truly cleanses our hearts and changes our minds, we will continue to love Him, and the people we come into contact with. 

The Warning (Hebrews 10:26)

The idea of this passage reminds us of passages like 1 John 3:9, which seem to eliminate every living person in the world. I would say that a weak gospel that asks us to “accept” Jesus as our savior without a proper response of repentance and belief (trust) in Him, has led to a benign version of the truth of the gospel that calls us to deny ourselves and follow Him. True salvation in Christ, as we have seen, comes with a transformed heart and a changed mind, which allows us to pursue His will in our lives at all cost. So it might be easy for me to preach against my favorite sins here, but the context appears to define what kind of sin is being done willingly. It is a rejection of the “knowledge of truth,” which is knowledge of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ and His exclusive superiority, which has been the clear message of this book. This is similar to the situation we find in Matthew 12:31-32 where Jesus indicates that a sin against the Holy Spirit is unforgivable. What is that sin? In the context it seems that it is a rejection of the obvious work of the Holy Spirit, which is true in our context too (see (Hebrews 10:29). It is easy to place our perspective of what sin the author is talking about, but the context reads like a book. Salvation is from the Lord, who places in us a new heart and a new mind (Hebrews 8:10; 10:16), and those that reject this clear truth will receive the due penalty of their rejection. Note that this rejection is deliberate and “willingly” (ekousios) made. Without God changing our heart (see Acts 16:14), we would all fall under the condemning judgment of God. We are sheep that have gone astray, and have minds and hearts that are corrupted by our nature to be our own gods. If we continue in our rejection of God and His salvation in Christ, then there “no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,” because that sacrifice has been rejected and there is no other name in heaven that sin can be expiated. Along with 6:4-6, this is the sternest warning in the book, and one of the sternest warnings in all of the New Testament. 
The Consequences (Hebrews 10:27)

The consequence is clear, “a certain terrifying expectation of judgment.” God is righteously a consuming fire, who purifies those that come to Him in repentance and faith, and those that reject Him in godly judgment (see Isaiah 33:12-14; 59:18; 63:3; 66:15, 23-24; Revelation 19:15). God hates sin, because sin is destructive, and is the root of every evil known to man. It destroys creation, causes corruption and oppression, and rips the image of God away from humanity. 

The Justification (Hebrews 10:28-29)

The author puts forth a logical argument to show the seriousness of this offense. He turns to the law of Moses, and poses a simple statement: if anyone was to break a country’s moral code and there were 2-3 witnesses that could testify to the offense, then the natural procedure would be to mete out the proper penalty. The same illustration of God’s justice can be levied today. If mankind breaks our laws, and oppresses other people as a result, justice is not only necessary, it is the right thing to do. His argument is, “How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve” to commit crimes against a holy and righteous God? In this text he mentions three offenses that justify His judgment.

1. “Trampled the Son of God under foot.” This is a violent rejection of Jesus Christ
2. “Treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him” meaning that we make the work of Christ (His atoning work on the cross), which is the foundation of our faith and the key to the purification of our souls as “common” or profane. 

3. “Insult the Spirit of grace,” which is a rejection of the Holy Spirit.

The Reality (Hebrews 10:30-31)

God’s patience runs long and freely, but He can in no way allow our sinful selves into His presence apart from our repentance (agreement with Him in regards to our sin, and His holiness), and trust that He is both judge and savior. When we do so, we place ourselves in the “Hands of the living God,” which is an expression that means that it is God and His hands that will do the work. You are not judged by man, angels, or any other entity, you are judged perfectly by a holy God, the creator of the universe.


This concept of a “Living God” is seen in Hebrews 3:12; 9:14 and 12:22, and is a popular way for the author to remind us that God is not a God that is absent, and a figment of our own imagination, but a real being to be contended with.

…to the Heart

Our world cries out for justice to be done. Our problem is not with God’s righteous anger (wrath), it is God’s audacity to accuse us of being deserving of it. It is God’s mercy and compassion that even allows vehement enemies of God to live a normal life, often with many blessings while they are on earth (see Psalm 73; Romans 9:22). I pray that we respond to text like this with humility, repentance, and gratitude for the fact that He has spared us this righteous wrath through the person and work of Jesus Christ. If you have not come into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, it is important that you do not spend another moment thinking about it. You need to repent (agree with God that you are utterly sinful, and fall short of His glory), and in need of a savior, and place that trust in His Son and the cross of Jesus Christ. There are some of you that have played church all your lives with a religiosity that has never included submission to the lordship of Jesus Christ, and you need to come to Him in humility and repentance too. For those that have a keen sense of your own sins, and God’s gracious forgiving power, we need to rejoice and glorify God for His unconditional love in our lives. It is truly,  “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.” 

